
July 21, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All the Commissioners were 

present. 

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 5th Commissioners meeting.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills in the amount of 

$58,945.27.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor Hanson presented Joint Powers Agreements with the State of Minnesota through the Office of 

the Secretary of State for Election Recount Services for both the State Primary Election in August and 

the State General Election in November.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the joint powers 

agreements with the State of Minnesota.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson signed the joint powers agreements.   

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, presented the Loss Prevention Report and brought forth the recommendations.  

After discussion, no action was taken at this time.  Kelly also mentioned problems that were experienced 

with the generator a couple of weeks ago and requested additional maintenance for the generator.  No 

action at this time.   

An employee evaluation was held for Kelly Kappes, custodian, who has been serving the county for 26 

years in this position.  Kelly did not request a closed session for his evaluation.  Consensus of the board 

was that they were very satisfied with Kelly’s work performance, and thanked him for being a valuable 

employee.   

Commissioner Jacobson asked Kelly about his schedule for window washing.  After much discussion, 

Kelly was asked to get an estimate on window washing for all the courthouse windows from the 

courtroom level down.   

Commissioner Hall presented information from the Building Committee on purchase of a building for 

sale for office space.  Discussion ensued and no action was taken at this time.   

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Jerilyn requested Construction 

Contract Authorization for SAP 054-070-003 et al to Knife River Materials.  The contract was signed by 

Chairman Jacobson and Auditor Hanson.   

Ms. Swenson also noted that a Pre-Construction meeting would be held with Knife River Materials on 

August 1st at 10 a.m. at the Highway Department.   

Jerilyn also provided the board with a GIS map of the trail tree planting project in conjunction with the 

City of Ada, showing Phase 1 which should be planted this fall and Phase 2 scheduled for 2017, along the 

railbed going through the City of Ada.  This project will involve many volunteers along with assistance 

from the University of Minnesota, Dept of Forestry, State of Minnesota Dept of Natural Resources and a 

non-profit company to plant a total of 150 trees from Seventh Avenue West to the North and from 

Thorpe Avenue to the South in Phase 1.   

Jerilyn also noted that they are continuing to crack seal and gravel roads, and the mowing crews are out.  

She also mentioned that work would soon begin in Perley on the sidewalk, curb and gutter project, with 

paving after that is completed.   

Ms. Swenson also stated that the roof repairs on the Highway Department building have been 

completed.   

Commissioner Hall urged all to attend the National Night Out to be held August 2nd at the fairgrounds 

from 5:30 to 8 pm, supper served from 5:30 to 7 pm.   

Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, along with Bethany Brandvold, presented a sample 

Tobacco-Free Grounds Policy.  A best practice recommendation is to go completely tobacco free.  After 

considerable discussion, no action was taken at this time.   



Ms. Kjono also presented the Koble-MN Participation Agreement for Health Information Exchange 

Services.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the participation agreement.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sarah also informed the board that she had talked with Dr. Luithle who serves as the Public Health 

Medical Director, and stated that he would be willing to sign off as Medical Director for the county jail.  

The board thanked Sarah for talking with Dr. Luithle who practices at Sanford in Hillsboro and Halstad.   

Commissioner Bommersbach stated that Andy from Tri-County Corrections would be willing to provide 

training for the jail staff which was recommended at the time that Sarah Johnson of the Dept of 

Corrections met with Sheriff Thornton and Commissioners Bommersbach and Jacobson.   

James Brue, County Attorney, was in to discuss legal matters.  Tri-County Corrections usage was 

discussed.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to pay the following bills: 

 Revenue 11,267.79 Road & Bridge 24,702.42 Public Health 1,522.18 

 Building Fund 6,054.64 Solid Waste   16,435.68                Total 35,280.29 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 

 

              

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


